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INTRODUCTION 

'Brierley Hill, on the Oxford, Worcester and Wolverhampton railway, is a market town, railway station, and chapelry, in King Swinford parish... The town, which is lighted with gas, forms a very long street, a mile in length; on each side are numerous shops. The market is held in the High-street every Saturday. The district is of a very hilly nature: from the church tower upwards of twelve churches may be seen, besides the Habberley and Malvern hills in Worcestershire, the Wrekin in Shropshire, and the extensive grounds and parks of Enville, Hagley, and Himley. The river Stour divides the town from 

Cradley and Old Swinford; there are numerous canals. The place abounds in mineral productions, which have been worked and celebrated for centuries: viz, coal, ironstone, clay, and particularly the fire-brick clay. The agricul​tural operations in this parish are but small, the inhabitants being almost wholly occupied in the coal, iron, glass, and brick trades. The productions supplied to other parishes are confined to the iron and coal, glass and fire-brick manufactures, with some stone and brown ware. There are iron rolling-mills, boiler works, nail, chain and spade making, and malting. In the parish are land and building societies, mechanics' institution, bowling green and pleasure grounds, and an association for the prosecution of felons. This place, in relation to the Poor Law, forms part of the parish of King Swinford, but is separated for all ecclesiastical purposes. The church is dedicated to St. Michael and All Angels, and is situated on the summit of a hill, commanding an extensive view... There is a good parsonage-house, erected, under the Queen Anne's Bounty, in 1840. There are several Dissenting places of worship for Wesleyan and Primitive Methodists, Independents and Baptists... The Dudley and Stourbridge canal passes through the place, and occupies much ground by branches to the various iron, coal, glass, and fire-brick works.'
(From Kelly and Co. 'Post Office directory of Staffordshire, 1860'.) 
'The coal-mines hereabouts are very extensive, and the strata ten yards thick: supposing 120,600 tons to be raised every year from 20 pits, they would not be exhausted in 1000 years. One half of this valuable property belongs to Lord Dudley...  A vast trade in glass is carried on in the neighbourhood, which has been greatly promoted by the Stourbridge canal.'

(From W.O. Parson and T. Bradshaw 'Staffordshire general and commercial directory, for 1818') 

'When Satan stood on Brierley Hill 

And far around him gazed, 
He said, “I never more shall feel 
At Hell's fierce flames amazed.” (Traditional) 

Satan, and the workers of Brierley Hill, could have quenched their thirsts after a hot day at the furnaces at any of the 100-plus public houses and beer shops that flourished in the central area of Brierley Hill (bounded by the canals) in 1860. 

In these two walks, around and through Brierley Hill, you will have the opportunity to see many of the interesting features of the town which date from the mid-nineteenth century and also to quench any consequent thirst at some of Brierley Hill's pubs dating from the period (selected from the CAMRA 'Good Beer Guide'). 

In the walks the mileage given in brackets indicates the distance from the start excluding detours. 




WALK ONE 

A towpath trail around Brierley Hill (5½ - 9½ miles) 

Leaving the doors of the Library, you turn right. As you walk northwards along the High Street the shops that you are passing stand where the Town Hall stood from 1874 to 1974. Beyond them, 'Fine Fare' stands on the site once occupied by the 'Odeon' Cinema. On the other side of the road some of the shop fronts have scarcely changed in appearance in the last 40 years. 

You cross Pearson Street, where 'The Laurels' once stood near the Drill Hall where Sgt. Booth, who won the Victoria Cross fighting the Zulu in 1879, spent his retirement as Instructor. Pass the 'Turks Head', very different now from the days when the old pub was advertised as the 'Tram Car Waiting Rooms', with a smithy in the yard, and turn right into Level Street - named after the coa1 levels rather than any particular smoothness of surface. (0.1 miles) 

As you walk down Level Street, to your left are the Round Oak Steelworks which have occupied the site since 1857. There had been iron works and foundries on the site since 1820 at least, intermingled with flour mills and wheat fields, but in 1857 Lord Dudley built the Round Oak Iron Works to bring together his various interests in the area in a finished product. The works was twice the size of the average works of the period, with 28 puddling furnaces and employing 600 men. It became The Earl of Dudley's Round Oak Iron and Steel Works Limited in 1891 with three 17 ton open hearth furnaces, the first steel being produced in 1894. 

To the right is the back wall of the Asda superstore, a recent addition to the town's scenery, from the pen of the same architect as the new library. Walking down Level Street, the size of the steelworks becomes apparent and, nestling under its bulk, one finds 'The Three Furnaces' which has stood here for over 120 years. As the level crossing is reached - a part of Round Oak's complex and extensive rail network - the church at Netherton can be seen across the valley and, downhill and to the right, Saltwells Wood.
The name reveals Saltwells' claim to fame. 18th century coalmining discovered brine springs here and they were exploited as a spa from 1823 until the early years of this century and were recommended for their curative properties, particularly for 'cutaneous eruptions'. (0.4 miles) 

The walks now joins the canal towpath as you cross the new bridge (Green’s Bridge) and turn right down onto the towpath of the Dudley Canal heading southwards. On the other side of the bridge the canal passes through the centre of the steelworks, with Round Oak on the left and its older brother the New Level Iron Works on the right. You now turn your back on Round Oak and set off along the towpath with the Old Level Iron Works on your left. The Old and New Level Iron Works have a history of iron and steel making going back 195 years. When they started production the canal on their doorstep was the motorway of its day, giving fast, smooth transport of goods in and out of the works.
Following the towpath all sight of the town is hidden and, as the canal bends to the left and then straightens, the High Street could be miles away. On the bend is an overflow weir, the waters from which fed the hammer pond at Cradley Forge. Farther along the towpath crosses a typical canalside cast iron bridge, showing where a short arm of the canal once branched off to the depot of the Shropshire Union Canal Company. You now approach the top lock of the Delph Locks, crowned by a new road bridge. 

(0.9 miles) 

A detour of 0.4 miles along this road to the left (Mill Street), would bring you to a roundabout and the junction with Delph Road. At this end of Delph Road is the 'Bull & Bladder', 'The Vine Inn' more properly. Home of Batham's brewery, it is one of the country's best-known 'real ale' breweries. The appearance of the exterior, with its quotation from Shakespeare, makes it a Black Country landmark but the product that it sells is the reason for its fame. 

Returning to the canal, a steep, brick-surfaced towpath takes you under the bridge and, on the other side, the canal opens out into a pool with a short branch off to the left. Another cast iron bridge spans this branch and carries the inscription 'Horseley Company Tipton 1858' 
As you walk along the towpath beside the locks you may notice that the stonework at the tail of each lock has the same date carved into it. Originally there were nine locks which followed the line of the canal now spanned by the iron bridge, and a walk along the old line will reveal to you the surviving stonework and pool of water that are all that now remains. Subsidence, a curse of this heavily mined area, caused the locks to need rebuilding in 1858. The top and bottom locks were retained but the central seven locks were replaced by the six that you now see, with their interesting waterfall bypass weirs. Note the grooves cut in the cast iron bridge by the tow ropes of the horse drawn boats. The stable block beside the towpath has been suggested as the site for a canal museum. Until recent years, and the development of the area for housing, there was a brickworks at the bottom of the locks and the view of the locks, the brickworks and the area behind it was often featured in books as a typical Black Country canal scene. (1.2 miles) 

A few yards beyond the bottom lock is the official boundary of the Dudley and Stourbridge Canals and the end of the Birmingham Canal Navigation, of which the Dudley Canal is a part. On the towpath side a vast housing development, Withymoor Village, is spreading across the derelict landscape which had been blighted by centuries of exploitation for its clay, ironstone and coal. The scenery on the North side of the canal is no more inspiring, being composed of the backs of a number of old works, including brickyards and the town gas works, many of which are now derelict. 

Farther along and the canal is crossed by a railway bridge carrying the line that was originally the Oxford, Worcester and Wolverhampton Railway (the 'Old Worse and Worse'). Just up the line to the North of the bridge was one of Brierley Hill's three railway stations, Brettell Lane, which was opened to passenger traffic in December 1852 and closed in 1962. The other two stations were at Round Oak (opened 1852) and Brierley Hill (opened December 1858, just a few hundred yards on the town side of Round Oak).
Between Brettell Lane and Round Oak stations occurred, on 23rd August 1858, a rail crash that was described by the Board of Trade inspector as 'the worst railway accident that has ever occurred in this country'. An excursion train returning to Wolverhampton from Worcester was divided into two to tackle the 1 in 75 gradient between Brettell Lane and Round Oak. As a result of the negligence of the guard, the guards van and seventeen coaches of the first train, with 450 passengers, broke away at Round Oak station and ran back down the incline, hitting the second part of the train just beyond Moor Lane bridge. Fourteen passengers were killed and fifty seriously injured. 

As you walk along this part of the canal you may notice that the water is becoming clearer and, depending on recent rainfall and canal traffic, you may find that beyond Brettell Lane bridge the water is crystal clear. 

The canal now turns to the right (northwards) before passing under Brettell Lane. An arm of the canal once branched off to the left to serve the 'Red Lead Manufactory' of W. & J. Wheeley, who, with various associates, owned a glass-house, brick-kiln, stone pit and furnace in the immediate area. (2.0 miles)
In the early days of the canal it passed through a 56 yard tunnel under Brettell Lane but this was opened out into the present cutting. Follow the overgrown path up the slope of the cutting and on to the bridge. Turning to the right will bring you to 'The Foley Arms' and Simpkiss' brewery, Brierley Hill's second claim to fame in 'real ale' circles. The whole area around Brettell Lane was once a hive of industry and there are still interesting relics of the period left, such as the imposing weighbridge building almost facing the brewery and the few remaining buildings of George King Harrison's Works a short distance down the road towards Amblecote. 

Returning down the slope to the towpath you pass under the bridge and emerge to find industrial works on both sides of the canal. On the right is one of the area's traditional industries, a refractory brick works. Also on the right is the site of the works of Bailey, Pegg & Co., now closed, who made cannon for the Royal Navy and merchant shipping in the Napoleonic Wars. The towpath now passes behind houses and factories, often calling for some care in walking as it is broken away in places and overhung by shrubbery. 

After four more bridges have crossed it, the canal passes under Leys Road and then divides. (3.0 miles) 
The towpath turns to the left and crosses the canal at the bridge below the top lock of the Stourbridge Sixteen locks, which are on the main line of the Stourbridge Canal and lead down to Stourton and the junction with the Staffs. and Worcs. Canal. It is well worth the detour of 1.2 miles to walk along beside the locks to see the very picturesque lock-keeper's cottage, on its island, the lock-side general stores, the old wharf, the split bridges for the tow-rope to pass through, and the area's only intact glass cone at Stuart Crystal Ltd. 

This walk, however, follows the right-hand branch of the canal, between the various factories and works, towards the Wide Waters and the Fens Pools that serve as the canal's reservoirs. After 700 yards the Stourbridge Extension Canal branches off to the left, under the bridge, but only a few hundred yards now remain of its original two mile length. Walk along to the present end of the canal to the stop-lock and look around you. In 1855, there were 6 ironworks with 17 blast furnaces, 3 forges, 2 mills and several collieries along this canal.

The area at the far end of the canal was known as Shut End and coal was brought from there to the coal wharves on the Wide Waters by road and tramway during the 1820's. The Dudley Estate had extensive interests in the area and, on 2nd June 1829, a railway was opened to carry coal from this area to a canal basin at Ashwood on the Staffs. and Worcs. Canal. The opening was witnessed by a large crowd of spectators and passengers were carried on the inaugural run, although the line was intended solely for mineral traffic. The locomotive 'Agenoria' was built in Stourbridge for this railway, the Pensnett Railway, and was identical to the first locomotive to run on rails in America, the 'Stourbridge Lion'. Both locomotives were built by Foster Rastrick and Co. of Stourbridge and the 'Agenoria' is now in the Railway Museum in York. 

The Pensnett Railway bypassed the Stourbridge Canal and, in 1840, the Stourbridge Extension Canal was opened to take advantage of the trade of new mines in the Shut End area and to undercut the charges of the railway. The new canal profitably carried ironstone into the area and coal and finished iron out for many years. 

This area, of such commercial activity and enterprise, has now dwindled away to the scene that you see now - although farther along the line of the canal the Pensnett Trading Estate provides a modern equivalent. 

Returning to the Fens Branch, (3.7 miles) you cross the bridge and follow the towpath alongside the now overgrown canal to Pensnett Road. On your left is The Dell recreation ground, once the site of a colliery and now the home of Brierley Hill Alliance F.C. The ground also has a Trim Track, should you feel in need of more exercise, and is a venue for the popular Black Country pastime of whippet racing. Beyond The Dell, towards Pensnett, is ‘The Fish', another local entry in the 'Good Beer Guide'. 

Crossing the road, which the canal now passes under in a culvert, you follow the path beside the Wide Waters to the Fens Pools - reservoirs for the canal since its opening in 1779. (4.4 miles) They are now a popular recreation area and used for sailing. A footpath crosses the area from North West to South East. Follow the footpath on the right (S.E.-wards) to Wallows Road and walk up the road to its junction with Dudley Road, opposite Round Oak Steelworks. 

On your left are the premises of Welin Davit, who manufactured the lifeboat davits fitted on the 'Queen Mary', 'Queen Elizabeth' and 'QE2' and to many other famous ships. The colourful mural on their front wall depicts some of the conditions in which the firm's products are used. (5.0 miles) 

You now have a choice of routes. The more tender-footed and less avid fans of industrial decay may prefer to turn right along Dudley Road back to Brierley Hill town centre. Until recent years, the road was lined with houses on both sides but most of those on the Road Oak Steelworks side have been demolished, leaving such buildings as the 'New Inn' (another Simpkiss house from the 'Good Beer Guide') standing alone. On the western side of the road, Round Oak Station stood on the town side of the railway bridge facing the steelworks, and the site of the fire station was occupied by Smith and Williams brewery. The older buildings of the steelworks - the office buildings and gatehouse - deserve an interested glance. Closer to town the Essoldo bingo hall now occupies the building of the 'Danilo' cinema (open 1936 to 1966), where free parking and deaf aids were amongst the advertised attractions. Following the road brings you back to the start of the walk. (5.5 miles) 

The canal fanatic will prefer to cross the road and turn towards Dudley. The road crosses a length of abandoned canal. This is the Pensnett Canal that carried traffic from Park Head and the south end of the Dudley Tunnel to a wharf and railway siding on the other side of Dudley Road at Wallows engine shed on the Pensnett Railway - again linking some of Lord Dudley's industrial interests.
The canal has been disused since 1940 and it is impossible to reach the towpath at this point. Beyond the bus garage (rebuilt in 1964 on the site of the tramway depot dating from the 1890s) turn right into Canal Street and access to the canal towpath can be gained at the bridge, some 400 yards along the road. The canal still has water in it, around the car bodies and general refuse, and the towpath is easily walkable as far as Pedmore Road. Across Pedmore Road the canal vanishes into a very unpleasant-looking pool and the rest of its course to Park Head is filled in and/or built over. Turn right and walk southwards down Pedmore Road to the roundabout. Cross Peartree Lane and take the steps at the side of Woodside Bridge back down to the towpath of the Dudley Canal.

To your right the tow​path will lead you to the Dudley Tunnel (about a mile away) and the cast iron bridge to your right once carried the towpath over the junction with the Two Locks Line, which was a short cut towards Netherton avoiding the loop towards Dudley Tunnel and the locks at Blowers Green. The l was closed in 1909 because of subsidence and it is hard to believe now that there could ever have been a canal there.

This walk, however, turns left under Woodside Bridge. Passing under the bridge, the canal towpath offers views of the backs of the works that face Pedmore Road and then runs almost through the centre of the Round Oak Steelworks. Trains cross the canal above your head on the only remaining part of the Pensnett Railway; steam hisses from pipes beside you and armoured giants apparently fight battles behind the high walls.
You return to Level Street at the point where you first joined the canal, having circumnavigated Brierley Hill by canal towpath (all but a few hundred yards), and can now return to the High Street and the start of the walk.
You may congratulate yourself on having walked just about 7 miles, not counting any of the diversions. 

WALK TWO 

In and around Brierley Hill Town Centre (1½ miles)

Leaving the library, you turn to the left and pass the Market Hall, one of the shopping attractions of Brierley Hill, whose High Street has had a flourishing market since at least 1845 when it was described as of 'considerable' size. Turn second left at the 'Fiveways' junction into Mill Street, the A4100 to Quarry Bank. Of old, Mill Street was known as Locks Lane and, before the days of the canal, as Brierley Hill Coppice Lane. As early as the first years of the nineteenth century, this lane boasted a forge, two furnaces and a rolling mill (taking the place of the flour mill from which the official street-name comes) as well as one of the country's first plants for the distillation of tar from coal. On the left of the street the Mill Gallery sells original paintings and drawings of local scenes and the Waterloo Inn has sold beer here for over 120 years and also featured in the 'Good Beer Guide'. 

As you cross the junction with Cottage Street you will see a tall, brick building (due to be demolished shortly) - the engine house of the Locks Lane Pit. This was the scene of the Nine Locks Pit Disaster of 1869 when, from 17th March for 140 hours, 10 men and 3 boys were trapped after the pit flooded. One man died but the other twelve were rescued, having survived by drinking the floodwater strained through their handkerchiefs. After the pit closed down the shaft was used as a source of cooling water for Marsh and Baxter’s factory, being supplied by a tunnel under the High Street. The shaft is 400 yards deep, the bottom 250 yards being flooded, and up to 1½ million gallons of water a day were drawn from it.

Continuing down Mill Street you come to the new bridge over the Dudley Canal at the Nine (or Delph) Locks. Cross the bridge, turn right down the steps and join the canal towpath below the top lock. The view down the locks from the old bridge was a much-photographed canal scene. 
(More information about the locks will be found in Walk I).
The area at the bottom of the locks is known as ‘Black Delph’ (or ‘The Delph’) from the old English word ‘dolf’ -‘pit’- and a great deal of delving was done here over the years - chiefly for fire-clay but also for coal (at the Delph, Gayfield, and Turners Lane collieries amongst others) and ironstone. The eight locks that you see now were built in 1858 to replace the original nine, which had been opened in 1779, retaining the top and bottom locks of the original flight. You leave the towpath behind 'The Stores' pub, at the point where the old line of locks was cut off. On your left is the large housing development of Withymoor Village, which will eventually reclaim all of the derelict land. Cross the bridge over the canal and walk up the steps of Rocks Hill, on your right. 

At the top of the hill, on either side of the aptly-named Hill Street, is one of the largest areas of council housing in Brierley Hill. There is an historical reason for the presence of tower blocks, which require deep and secure foundations, on this site in the middle of an area that was always plagued by undermining and subsidence.

The Dudley Estate owned the mineral rights throughout the area and dug for coal wherever it was to be found. In 1901 the property owners of Church Street, South Street, Derry Street and Church Hill learned that the coal underlying their houses was to be exploited by new workings from the Nine Locks Pit and High Ercal Colliery. They combined in a Mines Purchase Scheme and, between 1901 and 1903, bought the mining rights for these forty acres from the Earl of Dudley for £7,500, ensuring that the area would not be undermined. The Methodist Church in Bank Street, and the old Town Hall in the High Street, also paid for the coal beneath their buildings to be left there underground to prevent the buildings from collapsing. 

Walk to the top of Hill Street and you’ll see Bell Street, almost opposite, and one of the oldest streets in the town, certainly older than the church.
Filling the triangle made by Bell Street, High Street and Moor Street was the factory of Marsh and Baxter Ltd., pork butchers, sausage and pie manufacturers and bacon curers. In the 1870s Alfred Marsh had a small pork shop in the High Street and a stall in the market. In its heyday the factory was the largest of its kind in Europe, using every part of the pig except its squeal. It was the first factory in Britain to install refrigerating machinery. The factory, by then part of a larger combine, was closed in 1978 and the site is to be redeveloped for industry and warehousing.
Turn to your left and cross Church Street (the A461 to Stourbridge), turning into Church Hill in front of the Parish Church of St. Michael. Brierley Hill Chapel was consecrated in 1765 to provide for the spiritual needs of the growing community in the area around Brierley Hill, because of the distance from the parish church in Kingswinford, and was a plain building sixty feet long and thirty feet wide. The first Perpetual Curate of the chapel was the Rev. Thomas Moss, who achieved widespread fame for his poem 'The Beggars Petition'. Brierley Hill became a Chapelry District in 1842 and, as its population and importance increased, a separate parish in 1848.
The first Rector, from 1848, was Robert Harris, who, as Chairman of the Vestry, was active in improving social conditions in the town. With his leadership street lighting was introduced, public sanitation and post offices were improved, a railway station was successfully petitioned for and a National School opened (on the Hill Street site of the present Church Hall). 

The exterior of the church could never be called beautiful but it is an apt monument to all the people of Brierley Hill through the past 200 years. The building has been enlarged, improved and altered from 1823 almost to the present day and the churchyard contains many interesting 19th century graves.

Perhaps the most impressive funeral in the town was held in December 1899 for Sergeant Anthony Booth, V.C. On a bleak, snowy day the solemn procession of the hearse, its military escort and mourners marched from Sgt. Booth's house in Williams Street, up Talbot Street to the High Street. There were dense crowds and many shops had their blinds drawn and shutters up. The service of burial was said at the Catholic Church and the long procession then moved on to the parish churchyard, in the gathering gloom, to the music of the Dead March. The firing party fired three volleys over the grave. 
Another funeral, still remembered by many older inhabitants, was that of George Lovatt, known as the 'Brierley Hill Giant'. He died on 12th March 1933, weighing between 4O and 42 stones, and the funeral was held on 16th March. People turned out from all over the area to line the streets. The front window had to be removed from his house, at Round Oak, in order to move the coffin to the hearse which was his own horse and cart as the undertaker's hearse was too small. The coffin was too large to be carried into the church and was left in the porch during the funeral service, after which a derrick and lowering tackle were used to lower it into the grave. 
As you walk up Church Hill, past the War Memorial, for a moment the Black Country disappears and there is a small green, old houses and avenues of trees. Turn to the right, into Marsh Park, presented to the town by Mr A.E.Marsh and opened in 1921. The growth of the trees has obscured the panoramic views that were once to be had but it is a charmingly small and quiet park. Crossing the park, you leave it by the steps in the North West corner, leading into North Street. Turn right into North Street and walk along to the glassworks of Royal Brierley Crystal (Stevens and Williams Ltd.)

There has been a glasshouse here since 1740 and the partnership of Stevens and Williams was formed in 1847. By the end of the 19th century they were amongst the world's leading glassmakers, employing many famous craftsmen, and were innovators of a number of techniques in glass production and decoration. The first royal warrant was received from King George V and the firm has enjoyed royal patronage ever since. There is a glass shop in the factory.

Leaving the factory, turn to the right and walk up Moor Street back towards the town centre. On your right, on the corner of Bell Street, is a building that currently houses the Glass Centre of Dudley Technical College. This is the nearest point to the town centre at which lead crystal glass is made and decorated and it is the centre where apprentices from local glassworks, and students from all over the world, are taught the traditional skills of the 'arte feate and misterie' of glassmaking 
Opened in 1904, the building was originally the town's Public Library and Technical Institute. In later years it also housed the Brierley Hill Glass Museum, one of the country’s major collections of glass with an important collection of books and other material on the subject. The Museum, together with the Stourbridge Glass Collection, is now housed in fine premises at Broadfield House in Kingswinford. The library moved back to the High Street (where it had occupied rooms in the Town Hall from 1876 to 1904) in 1976. 

As you walk up Moor Street, take a look to the left into Albion Street to see the old ‘Iron and Steel Warehouse’ with its name inscribed in the stone above the entrance. Also on the left-hand side of Moor Street is a fine, traditional butcher's shop - pubs and butchers were a feature of the business of the area of the old and the town still has many good examples of both. Opposite the butcher's is the Craft Shop, selling a range of work by West Midlands artists and craftspeople. 

Back at the Fiveways junction, you turn right into the High Street and walk southwards to the Swan Bank Stores, of W. Thomas & Son, Ironmongers, with a fine old frontage and a display of their wares. Across the road, the building to the right of the Post Office was the Police Station and Magistrates’ Court.
In the wall of the stair tower is a drinking fountain and dog trough which was presented to the town by the Local Board and unveiled on 4th May 1868. It was erected to commemorate the inauguration of a piped water supply to the town from sources near Lichfield, the local streams and wells having been polluted or cut off by industry. With processions and fine speeches two other fountains were also unveiled on the same day; one, in the wall of 'The Laurels', was the Ladies Fountain paid for by the ladies of Brierley Hill and the other was at Round Oak, presented by the Earl of Dudley's agent, but neither of these has survived to the present day 

Here, on this note of Temperance, you finish the second walk. 

Having now seen so much of the town and its surroundings, you may find this last quotation, from Kelly's Directory of 1845, appropriate: 
'There are persons still living who remember Brierley Hill, and all the district around, an extensive forest; but the opening of the mines has completely altered the face of the country, for it is now a forest of houses'. 

All of the information contained in this booklet was gathered from items in the Local Collection of Brierley Hill Library, from where further information of many of the topics mentioned may be obtained. 

Stephen Masters
[originally published c.1980,and reworked, with some amendments, by word processor in July 2009]

